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tion of an English Minister in Berlin is one of special responsi-
bility and difficulty, on account of the family connections
existing between the English and Prussian Courts. It
exacts the greatest possible tact and attention from its
occupant." He then became silent; but his silence spoke.
Subsequently, however (no Englishman being present), he
expressed, and in very forcible terms, his opinion that
Loftus in no way fulfilled the above-mentioned require-
ments.

Upon GortchakofF the Chancellor pronounced judgment
to me as follows, in March 1879. "Without the least
reason, many people take him for a particularly clever and
skilful diplomatist. He never has any really great object
in view, and therefore cannot point to any remarkable
success. His policy is not that of Czar Alexander, nor is
it a Russian policy, but one dictated and guided in the first
place by considerations personal to himself, and in the
second by his predilection for France, which his master
does not share. His chief characteristic is a highly
developed egotism; his chief aim the gratification of his
yearning to be esteemed a politician of the first class, which is
just what he is not Hence his chronic disposition to invent
scenes in which he can play a part likely to elicit applause
from public opinion. The Russian Chancellor has only
exhibited any personal activity during the past four years;
and no expert will venture to say that his operations have
revealed either adroitness or perspicuity. These four
years were devoted on his part to preparing the war with
Turkey and to making sure that the struggle in question
should result favourably and profitably to Russia. But his
manner of conducting this business has not altogether
signalised him as an intelligence capable of clearly dis-
cerning its own aims and the means of attaining them. In